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The Semiotic Society of America held its 36th Annual Meeting in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
USA, 27-30 October 2011. Organized by Isaac Catt and featuring the non-restrictive theme
“Worldviews,” it attracted over 104 presenters hailing from 28 USA states and 12 foreign countries.
Three colleagues gave plenary addresses: John Deely, Robert Innis, and Kelly Oliver. Other
presentations included Thomas Broden “Peirce, Time, and the Close Analysis of Visual Art,” Maria
Giulia Dondero “Demonstration in the Sciences and Necessity in Works of Art,” Nanta Novello-
Paglianti “The Representation of the Other: The Rhetoric of Ethnographical Photography," Gila Safra-
Naveh “Performance, Perception, and Power: Looking at Salons and Salonieres in Germany,” and
Didier Tsala “The Semiotics of Exogenous: a Study of Shopping Centers in Libreville.”

For November 2012: The Semiotic Society of America invites the submission of abstracts,
including proposals for organized panels (either three or four papers), for presentation at its 37th
Annual Meeting, to be held Thursday 1 November through Sunday 4 November 2012 at the Westin
Harbour Castle Hotel in Toronto, Canada. The call for proposals of 30-minute papers (20 minutes for
presentation and 10 minutes for discussion) provides detailed information and instructions
(http://www.uwf.edu/tprewitt/2012SSAcallFINAL.htm). The non-restrictive theme of the meeting is
“Semiotics of New Media.” Proposals received by 15 June 2012 will be given preference on the final
program; early submission of proposals, both for individual papers and for panels is recommended.

The Eleventh Annual International Gatherings in Biosemiotics was held 21-26 June 2011 at
Rockefeller University for Biomedical Research in New York City. Organized by Victoria Alexander and
colleagues at the Dactyl Foundation in collaboration with the International Society for Biosemiotic
Studies, the conference featured 45 presentations. The 2012 conference will be hosted by the
Department of Semiotics at the University of Tartu, Estonia, which is also the site of the world’s first
PhD program in biosemiotics. For announcements, see http://www.biosemiotica.it/gatherings.html.

Sample bibliography of monographs in semiotics written in English published in 2011-2012

Among anthologies one can mention a 4-volume reader (Stjernfelt and Bundgaard, eds.), the
proceedings of the 2010 meeting of the Semiotic Society of America (Sbrocchi et al., eds.), and the
Sebeok Festschrift (Cobley, ed.). There are also semiotic studies of cognition (Petitot; Durst-
Anderson), communication (Ehrat; Gaines), cultural studies and popular culture (Berger; Metro-
Roland), marketing (Oswald; Sonzogni), law (Broekman; Carvalho; Wagner and Broekman), Peircean
studies (Forster; Hubig; Nguyen), biosemiotics (Kull and Emmeche; Maran), literature (St. Pierre;
Sobolev), music (Rumph), and sociolinguistics (Jaworski).
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